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To the Reverend Clergy at the Confercnce, 


June 2. 
Reverend Brethren, 


His Diicourſe, when pronounc'd before our moſ? 
Excellent Dioceſan, had the Happineſs to racer with 
ſogreat an Approbation from you, thareven in thart re- 
{pet you might have challeng'd its firſt appearing in the 
World : Burby your unanimous Application to Þ1S 
Lo:d\hip, chac he would be pleas'd co command me to 
make it publick, it became entirely your own ; and I 
could not without Injuſtice look for any other, or ſafer 
Patronage,than that of ſo many wiſe and learned Men, 
who did me the Honour to deſire its Publication. 

But there is alſo a great mixture of Gratitude in the Ot- 
fer which I humbly make to you of ic. I am glad of to 
publick an Opportunity to exprels to you the deep Sence 
which I have of your repeated Favours ro my Parilh, 
which for four Years laſt paſt you have honour'd with a 
Lecture, wherein you proposd to your ſelves no other 
Encouragement but that of doing Good ; your pious 
Endeavours being like Vertue, which is a Reward to it 
ſelf, and is abundantly farisfy d if ic can but advance the 
Great Ends of Religion I am, 

Reverend Bzethzen, 
Tour moſt Humble, and 
Obedient Servant, 
Luzaxcy. 
A THE 
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Is Majeſty's late Injuntions are the Subjett of the following Diſ- 

conrſe: How wiſe they are in themſelves, ana how faith 

to the Exigencies of the Church, is viſible to any one, who 15 
never ſo little acquainted with the Diſputes of the preſent Age. 
The Socinians by oppoſing the Belief of the Holy Trinity, and the Divi- 
nity of Feſus Chriſt, having brought Religion into Danger, there appear'd 
Writers of all ſorts to defend the Grand and Common Concern of Chrift4a- 
nity. But they being Men of different Education, Studies,- and Inclina. 
tions, manag'd the Sacred Controverſie in a different way from one ano- 
ther. Someexcellently vers'd in Eccleſiaſtical Learning, and great Aſſer- 
tors, as well 5 Judges of Tradition, ſtuck firmly to the Deciſions of 
the Sacred Councils, and the Determinations of the Fathers : Some adaited 
eo the Speculations of the Schools, follow'd a more abſtruſe and metaphyſical 
Method : Others us'd to a Philoſophical way of arguing, would bring our 
Myſteries within the wſnal and receiv'd Principles of reaſoning. But all 
this was not done with the ſame Abilities and Succeſs, Some made the 
Fudgment of the Catholick Church before, and after the great Council of 
Nice, #0 appear with a vaſt Clearneſs and Evidence : Some did ſhew to 
the learned World, how Grapes may be gatherd of Thorns; and the 
manner of ſpeaking of the Schools become not only plain,but alſo florid, and 
eloquent : Others thought that God had flamp'd in us the Image of his 
ircomprebenſible Operations : Unhappy in this, that they gave to weak, $1- 
militudes the Name of Demonſtrations, and juſtly anger d the preſent, by 
ridiculing the Terms us dby the Ancient Church. 

T his,t bough indeed well deſign dof all hands,yet met not with all theSucceſs 
which might have been hop'd for, It mflamwd the Socinians, and made 
them not ſo much to weigh the Truth it ſelf, as to ſtrive to find ſome De- 
fett in every one of theſe ways. The firſt being miſt Matter of Fatt, was 
very hard to be oppos'd 5 and whoſoever _ ſeriouſly the Anſwer to rhe 
learned Dottor Bull, and is tn any degree acquainted with Antiquity, muſt 
needs wiſh for more Exaftneſs and Candor in the Author of that Writing. 
The ſecond they have profeſſedly miſunderſtood, owning Dr. South as exatt 
and as cloſe a Wrater as ever was, to ſpeak the Sence of the Church, but 
willing to miftake that Sence, and confounding it with Sabellianiſm, which 
the Church :wver did, and does now deteſt. The third having given them 
great Advantages, they have crowded one Print upon the neck of another, 
and the Authority of the Divine Oracles laid aſide, Philoſ»94y becomes the 
Jud of elzgion ; and Ariſtotle or Des Cartes impeach Chriſt and hz; 
Apoſtles. 

But thts ts not all : Several learned en amone ſt us could not bear with 
the ſe 
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theſe mew Notions, or think their Silence juſtifiable to God and his Church 
in this Maiter ; They expreSF themſelves warmly againſt thoſe Vncatbolick, 
Terms and Explications, but were anſwer'd again with Heat ana Cla- 
mour ; and a War began of a ſtrange and unaccountabls Naixre; alt 
Parties agreeing in the ſame Deſign to maintain our Holy Myſteries, and 
yer divided in the way of purſuing it, | | 

Tie InjunCtjons obviated all this, by giving a check, to a ſwarm of $9- 
cinian Prints, which with great InduStry were diſperſt over the K ing dom ; 
and obiiging Divines not only to treat theſe Sacred Matters calmly, but alſo 
ro nſe 30 other Expreſſions in their Explications, but what the Churches of 
God have us'd themſelves to: A wiſe and a truly Chriſtian Expedient to 
preſerve the Peace and Unity of the Church! For of all the Societies which 
male up the Catholick Church, none ever pretended to ſay any new thing 
in this utter 5, but as they receiv'd the Faith, fo they deliver d it to wu : 
And to any rational Man, it is a mighty Argument againſt Socinianiſm, 
that thoſe very Churches whieh have, and do differ amongſt themſelves in 
[o many other Points, never differ'd in this;, and that the great Variety of 
Super Calla never in the leaſt affetted the Foundation. 

] hope that this has in a very great meaſure laid the Heats rais'd amongſt 
1: But it has not filenc'd the Sociniansz tho indeed it appears to me by 
their lateſt Prints ſince the publiſhing of the Injuntions, that they 
write more out of a deſire to have it ſaid, that they have left no Book, un- 
anſwer d, than really to ſatisfie themſelves and others concernin thoſe ſub- 
ftantial Arguments, which have been offer'd tothem. This is the moſt cha» 
ritable Conſtruftion which I can make of the Anſwers to Mr. Edwards, 
the Lords Biſhops of Sarum and Chicheſter , and the incomparable Vinai- 
cation of the Lord Biſhop of Worceſter, But I think the Anſwer to my 
Book to be a ſingular Inſtance of this. A Friend of mine,who is a Gentleman 
of that Per ſwaſion, had often told me that there was one coming, and 1 
expefted it with ſome Impatience, deſirous to ſee what they had to ſay to 
ſome plain Arguments, which I thought of great force, and how they would 
indicate ſo many Places out of their own Books, which they own'd I had 
Cited with a great deal of Truth and Fuſtice. Ar laſk my Friend ſhews 
me their lateſt Colletion of Anſwers, amongſt which there 4s one to the 
four Letters of M. H. de L. 1 hope it will not be taken amiſs if 1 make 
ſome Remarks upon it, 

1. It is very diverting to ſee a Writing cald an Anſwer to the four 
Letters ; and not ſo much as a Page, or Line, or Tittle of the four Leiters 
rouch'd, 1 confeſs that this is an eaſie way of anſwering, and that at this 
rate any Bookupon Earth may be anſwer'd. Any Body may bave the Plea- 
ſure to be an Author. But I am not altogether Taisfted, that this 1s con- 
fiftent with that repmation of Learning hou Eloquence which theſe Gentle- 
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men bave ſo juſtly acquir'd. One or two more ſuch Anſwers, will, I am 
afraid, ſk, cr at le. ft endawger a part of it. 

2. They give a rare reaſon for not meddling with the four Letters, | 
know not, ſays the Author, p. 47. whether we are concern'd in them, 
till I know more certainly in what Sence he holdsa Trivity of Di- 
vine Perſons, and the Divinity and Satisfa&tion of our Saviour ? 7 bey 
leave of theſe Gentlemen to aſſert, that they know as well as I do my ſelf, 
what 1s my ſence in thoſe Matters. Obſcurity is none of the many defetts 
which the four Letters may be charg'd with : But they were not willing to 
intangle themſelves in the diſcuſſion of ſo many Citations, or to make good 
the weak. ſide of their Writings, which they were ſenſible could not be main- 
ta.md. They have feund of late a ſhorter Cut and that 1s, the famous 
diſtin &ion of Rea] ard Nominal Trinitarians: They fteal away with this 
cn all occaſions, and ſtill maintain a running Fight : It is their laſt refuge ; 
and had ut not been for the rare contrivance, there had been before this an 
end of the Socinian Centroverſie, To anſwer a jolid Argument, it ahard, 
and generally an unfortunate Task,: But if they can but bring you right or 
wrong within the Verge of the fatal Diſtin&ion,then they have always a large 
Field for Diſcourſe : They att in this ke ingenious, but whether altogether 
like conſcientious Men, 1 am not willing to determine ? 

3- They are ſo full of that beloved diſtinftion, and ſo fond of meeting 
with any thing that looks like it, that in what they call an Anſwer to the 
Four Letters, they have done to themſelves and to me a real Injury. To 
themſelves by a fiat contradittion in the ſpace of four Pages ;, and to me, 
by charging me with thas which T never ſaid or thought : They make me 
fay that the Divine Perſons are Three Infinite Spirits, Pag. 4.3. He ſays 
Three Infinite Spirits each of them a God, are all of them but One 
God : I averr that there 1s nothing in the Four Letters which direttly, 
or ijndireitly looks like that : It is not the Language of Scripture, nor that 
of the Catholick Church : It never was, and I hope ſhall never be mine, 
But ths they have contradifted, Pag. 47. by deſiring 10 know, in what 
Sence I hold a Trinity of Divine Perſons. One would be apt to ſay 
that this betrays a great deal of Incogitancy. 

4. The Four Letters ther are fin ſound awd ſafe ; but the Preface is 
enga,'d, and I muſt endeavour to bring it off. Two things in it are excepted 
azainſt : The one, that 1 ſaid, That the Conſent of the whole Chriſtian 
World muſt be a ſtrong Inducement to a modeſt Socinian ro miſtruſt all 
his Arguments, and that to oppoſe all that is great and good in the 
Church of God in a Point of Faith, which Word the Author of the Anſwer 
þ.z overlook'd, is too much for the moſt preſuming Diſputanr. He /ays 
ro this, P. 4O. That the caſe is this; one fide has Argument, the other 
has Authority and Number : And that in a Claſh between _—_— 
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and Number, the whole World, and all that is great init, when weigh'd a- 
gainſt bur one Argument, 1$,as it you had put nothing at all into the Scale. 

1 ſay that he abſolutely miſtakes the Caſe. We maint tia that the Church has 
Reaſon,as well as Authority and Number ;, and that 0: this very Account a modeſt 
Socinian muſt loſe much of his Confidence. By all that ts great and god, I mean 
the Sacred Councils, the Holy and Learned Fathers, and the different Socteties of 
Chriſtians all the World over, who have been baptiz'd in the Name of that Bleſ= 
ſed Trinity, and look upon Jeſus Chiff as the Author and Finiſher of their 
Faith. In a Point of Faith, and much leſs in the Foundation, God will not ſuffer 
the Catholick Church to err, Had 1 ſaid that it had b:en a Reaſon toa modeſt So- 
cinian 10 muſtruſt all hs Arguments, I had ſaid nothing but what 15 exattly :rue : 
I confejs 1 was t:0 modeſt my ſelf in calling it only an \nducement. 

5- The other © xception is azainſt an Aſſertion, which I thought no Divine n 
the World would ave diſputed;, That Faith and Reafon are two different things ; 
| and, conſequently, rhat that which is the Objett of Faith, cannot be the Objett of 

Reaſon. He calls ahis, p. 41. a very ralh Propoſition. He ſays ſome lines be- 
fore , That the Apoſtle teaches, Heb. 11. rt. nor only that the Obje&t 
of Faith and Reaſon is the ſame ;z but that there cannot be Faith withour Rea- 
ſon ; and that Faith is the Product of Reaſon. The Author ſhould have conſs- 
der'd, before he calPd the Propoſition raſh, that it #5 tre Sence of all the Ancient 
and Modern Divines ;, and that tho ſometimes Faith and Reaſon are 601ver ſant a- 
bout the ſam: Obj:&:;, as for inſtance, in the Exiſtence and Unity of God, which 
Reaſon conſider s as well as Faith ;, yet for all that their Objett i diferent,and even 
#n this very caſe, Reaſon aſſents t0it,as it 15 naturally known, and Faith, as it is ſu- 
pernaturally reveal 'd, The place of the Apoſtle ſhould not have been mention'd at all, 
For what 15 the T6#ymaToy EY you ﬀ & GNtmopeyay, The Evidenceof things 
not ſeen, but a Revela:ion of thoſe things which Reaſon cannot reach, or penetrate; 
end on this very account are ſaid to be unſeen, and i that E\ty yes, that De- 
inonſtration, which riſing from an higher Principle, 3: different from, and has a 
greater Certainty than Reaſon, 

But what this Author ſays, That there can be no Faith without Reaſon, and 
that Faith is the Proiuctof Reaſon, ſh:ws plainly the mi5fortune of writing An- 
ſwers in haſte. If by the firſt of theſe Propoſicions he means that Faith 1s always 
rational and that Reaſon never wants ſtrong Inducements to believe,which the Schools 
1 their rugged Language call Motives of Cr.dibility, 4 ſay ſo 100. But if he 
means, that we cannot believe, except we h - vc a clear Notion of what is propos'd to 
our Belief, F ſay, that it is againſt the N.uwe of Faith, witch offers things above 
Reaſon,and expetts the ſubmiſſion of our F4dgment 5 to rhe Authority of the Kevelation. 

The ſcco.d Propoſition that Faith is the Predutt of Reajon, 15 capuble of a tole- 
rable Sence, if by it ts meant nomre, than that Reaſon 15 an introduct n to Faith : 
But if by it is meant, . 2at it is the Canſe of Faith, 1 muſt beg this Author's leave 
10 ſay, that it 15 plain Pelagianiſm. | 
6, Thijs 


The Preface. 


6. This Gertieman asks me ſeveral Queſtions, wherein I muſt take the liberty 
rorell him that I amnot at all concern'd, and conſequently not oblig'd to anſwer, 
He argues very ſmartly againſs Three Infinite Minds, Spirits, or Sub/t ances ; 
tho, at the ſame time, 1 doubt he makes his Adverſaries to ſay more than really 
they do. T leave him and them to diſpnte it ;, yet one of them I think ts a Queſtion 
by no means to beoffer d, and takes off much of the reſpett due to the Sacred Wri- 
rings, P- 42. This therefore, ſays he, is the firſt Queſtion that | deſire Mr.Z. 
to reſolve : Will he believe a DoCtrine that ſeems to imply manifeſt and 
inconteſtable Contradictions, if ſuch DoQtrine or Propoſition were indeed 
found in Scripture ? To thi, I anſwer, that the Queſtion 1s unreaſonable, becauſe 
the Suppoſition on which it is grounded # 1mpoſſible. God cannot contraditt himſelf, 
A manifeſt and unconteſtable Contradittion in Scripture, is a thing not ſo much ax 
to be thought of from him, who is Light, and in whom there ts no Darkneſs at all. 
But I well go farther with this Gentleman; and tho I love and honour Reaſon as 
much as any Man in the World, yet I will affirm, that if it were poſſible that in any 
undonbted Scripture there ſhould be in clear and expreſs Terms a Propoſition or Do- 
&rine which ſeems to imply a manifeſt and inconteſtable Contradittion, I ought not 
co rejett it, or make my Reaſon the Fudge of God's Veraciy : But my Duty ts 
humbly to reſign my ſelf to him, and adore what I cannot underſtand. 

7. 1 know that this Gentleman will take this very ill; and will ſay again, as he 
bas already, P. qi. that | calumniate Reaſon, the Light ſet up in us by God 
himſelf. But that Light is not given ws to impeach and reproach our Maker ; and 
reject what he commanas us to believe, or call it a manifeſt and inconteſtable 
ContradiCtion, becauſe it is above its weak Perceptions : That Light ought to at 
in its due meaſure and proportion ;, if it goes farther, it is a Rebellion and an At- 
tempt againſtthe Majeſty and Power of God, He calumniates Reaſon, who does 
detratt from its Dignity and Energy in thoſe things wherein. it ought ro be Fudge. 
It is an Afﬀront to Reaſon to bebrought below it ſelf : But he alſo calumniates Rea- 
ſon, who exalts it more than it deſerves ;, as he noleſs maliciouſly injures a Man, 
who commends in him Qualities which he has not, than he who obſcures and denies 
thoſe which he has. There are ſome General Principles wherein Reaſon cannot err, 
and which Man ought to be guided by. None # more plain and evident than this, 
that be owes his ſubmiſſion and aſſent to what God propaſes : Whether it be compre- 
benſible, or not comprehenſible, i no part of the Inquiry ? Whether God has pro- 
pos d it, ts the true ſtate of the Queſtion? Reaſon has a Right to examine, Whe- 
ther God has propos dit, or no? The danger of taking things upon Truſt, is 100 
great 10 deny Reaſon the power of examining. Bur that Point once clear'd, 10 
ſay that we ought not ro ſubmit, becanſe it 1s incomprehenſible, or appears to 6 
manifeſtly contradibtory, i an ill and an enaleſs way of arguing. 

8. This Author cannot digeſt the Epithets of Narrow and Corrupt, which 

gave to Keaſon. He complains of it 3n ſeveral places of his ſmall Writing. But in- 
- ated is not our Reaſon ſuch ? Can he who denies this, pretend that he ever endea- 
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vorr'd to know himſelf ? f have often wonder'd at the pains which ſome Wer Dave 
taken to convince theOppoſers of the Doftrine of Original Sin,The ſhorteſt and eaſieſt 
Method was to ſend them to themſelves,to find there the fatal conſequences of the firſt 
Tranſgreſſion. 1 appeal to my ingenious Adver ſary, whoths certainly a great Maſter 
of Reaſon, yet upon ſecond Thoughts will agree with me that the Reaſon of the beſt 
Men 1s very Narrow and Corrupt, Whence do proceed ſo many Miſtakes and Errors, 
Miſapprehenſions and Inadvertencies, but from that very Principle ? Is nor thus 
the Spring of fo many hot and tedious Diſputes? And what Reaſon but this can 
' be given of ſo many Books and Opinions which have divided Mankind ? 

Inthis the Excellency of Faith appears, and for this we ought to praiſe its Author, 
the Yoly Jeſns, that it has reftify d and improv'd Reaſon not only by making it 
more knowing , but alſo more humble, more ſmcere, and more obedient to God, 

I am ſure that this is the Method of arguing of the Primitive Fathers in that 
mighty [truggle with the Heathen Philsſophers,fome of whom did ſo exalt Reaſon as 
ro pretend to decide of every thing;whilſt others did ſo revile it, as to be poſitive that 
nothing could certainly be known; and conſecrated that wild and extravagant Say- 
ing of Socrates, Hoc unum ſcio quod nihil ſcio. This T know that T know no- 
thing, Both diſputed admirably one againſt another. But when the Apologiſts for 
Chriftianity were oblig'd to take in hand the Cauſe of Religion z, alrhs they bad the 
true Notion of Reaſon, Res Dei Ratio, ſays elegantly Tertullian, ard knew it ro 
be the Light of God in us, yet they owr'd it ro be narrow and corrupted, and con- 
ſequently not Reaſon, but Faith and Revelation to be attended ro. Thus Juftin 
Martyr, Arnobius, Tertullian, Laftantius, Sr, Auſlin, and others ; Fertullian 
& Anima, c. 1. Cui enim veritas comperta fine Deo? Cui Deus cognitus ſine 
Chriſto? Cui Chriſtus exploratus fine Spiritu SanCto ? Cni Spiritus Sanftus 
accommodatus fine Fidet Sacramento: And 'S:. Auſtin de morib.Eccl.Cath. c.2. 
A Book never enough to be read , who ſpeaks of Reaſon in Terms which muſt cer- 
tainly pleaſe thoſe Gentlemen, calling it, Pcrſpicuitas, & ſanCtitas Rationis, the 
Clearneſs and Sanftity of Reaſon ; yer ſays, thar it is ſo much obſcur'd by Sin, 
Paſſion, and Prejudice, that, Saluberrime comparatum eſt, ut in lucem Verita- 
tis aciem titabantem.& velut ramis humanitatis opacatam inducat authoritas. 

9. This ſhews how much this Gentleman is m the wrong, when he ſays, Þ. 42. 
that I muſt be content to argue theſe Q:ieſtions about the Trinity and In- 
carnation not from Scripture only, but from Reaſon alſo ; nay, from Rea- 
ſon chiefly and ulfimafely, A; far as Reaſon ir ſubſervient to find the Truth 
and Certainty of the Revelation, I confeſs ri:4t I muſt argue from Reaſon ; and 
the Chiefly and ultimately 5s capable of a g 00d Sence ;, becauſe the belief of our 
Myſteries 1s at laſt reſolv'd into this moſt rational Propoſition, That I muſt be- 
leve what God has reveal'd; and tha! to find that it is ſain the ſacred and un- 
doubted Scriptures, 1s certainly the Work, of Reaſon. But if he means that, the 
Authority of God's Word laid aſide, we muſt bring thoſe Myſteries to the Scrmtiny 
of Reaſon ;, and inſtead of Divine, uſe only Humane and Philoſophical Diſcepta« 
$10ns, 
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tions, 1 ſay that it is a new, an unreaſonable, and an unchriſtian Aﬀertion. 

It 4s new : For this very Author 1s too much conver ſant with Antiquity, not to 
tow, that in the long Conteſts between the Qrthodox, anarhe Arrians, Neſto- 
rians, &c. the Scripture was appeal'd 10 on both ſides * They never thought of 
pretended Impoſſibiluies, manifeſt and inconteltible Contradictions. The 
Certainty of the Revelation, was the only proof aim'd at ; That the Scripture plain- 
ly raugbr it, was affirm'd by the Church ;, That ut was not, was maintain'd by 
Hereticks. Indeed Tradition had a ſhare in the Diſpute ; For no Scripture being 
of private Interpretation, the Sence of th: Primitive Dottors was $tricily inquir d 
after ;, but all ſtill was reſolu'd into the Teſtimony of God in the Sacred Writings, 
Yet theſe Times had their Orators, their Philoſophers, their Criticks; and it 15 
ſtrange, that none of rhem could perceive, that one, ana one, and one, are not one 
but three ;, and that this manifeſt and inconteſtable Contradiction ſhou!d only 
be a diſcovery of the Socinians in this Age. 

It is alſo unjuſt and unreaſonable : For the manner of treating a Diſpmte, muſt 
have ſome proportion with the thing it Diſpute. Phyſical Exjeriments are not 
ſearch'd imo with Metaphyſical Speculations ;, nor metaphyſical Speculations clear'd 
by Phyſical Experiments, Criticiſms are unſerviceable in Geometry, and an ex- 
cellent Geometrician may be a lamentable Critick,Tet we have to deal with a ſort of 
Alen, who will have Reaſon to decide of Matters above Reaſon ;, will make Faith 
and Reaſon, knowing and believing to ve the ſame thing , and under pretence of 
Reaſoning, will rob God of his Power over us, and us of the Reward of our Ohe. 
atence to him. 

It is unch;iſtian. If you deſign to diſpute with a Philoſopher, then go and 
ranſack Athens and Rome 3 .out with your Reaſon as ſplendidly, and profuſely 
as you can : But for me, who can ſay wuh Pacianus, Chriſtian is my Name, 
and Catholick is my Surname, / can, [ will hear nothing but out of the Sacred 
Scriptures : Whatſoever you intend to teach me of Gud, niuſt be fetch'd from 
thence. IJ never built the hopes of my Salvation upon Ariſtotle, or Des Cartes : 
Their Writings are good in their kind ; but 10 form Religion, they are thoſe Ci- 
fterns ſpoken of by the Prophet, broken Ciſterns that can hold no Water. Js 
a Word, there we are to fix ; and we cannot avoid diſputing eternally, if this is 
not made the Touch tone of all our Arguments. When we have indul;donr Rea. 
ſon tothe utmoſt degree, it will prove an egregi0us Cheat to us, and we ſhall at 
laſt be oblig'd to return whence we came, and ſay as St. Auſtin, Epiſt. ad Voluf. 
Dandum Deo aliquid poſle, quod fateamur nos inveſtigare non pole. 
We muſt agree that God can do thoſe things, be capable of thoſe Operations 
and (1 muntcations, which we mult be forc'd to acknowledge to be above 
all G:r {.:quiries. 
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2 Tim. Dig. — | 
Hold faſt the Form of ſound Words.— 


- - Ltho' the Church is a Divine Inſtitution, the 
Myſtical Body of Chri#f, and the Purchaſe 
. of his Blood ; Yet the Experience of all Ages 
'* has made it appear from the beginning of its 
happy Eſtabliſhment, that evil Men and Seducers have 
attempted not only to ruine its Out-works, but even 
to blow up its very Foundation. This Chr:/t had fore- 
ſeen when he told his Apoſtles, 3Zarth. 18. 7. that zz 
muſt needs be that Offences come, This St. Paul was 
not unacquainted with, when he faid to the Corzn- 
thians, 1 Cor. 11. 19. There muſt be alſo Herefies a- 
moug you : No Age or Society being without Men 
who love to abound in their own Sence ; have nor Ju- 
ſtice enough to acknowledge their Weakneſs and Igno- 
rance ; and will rather yield to Paſſion and Prejudice, 
than be led by the plain Aſſertions of Scripture, and the 
calm and ſerene Dictates of Reaſon. 
B 


So 
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So great an Evil Gould not but vehemently affect 
that zealous Apoſtle, who had incumbent on him 7he 
Care of all the Churches. A truly Epiſcopal Spirit can- 
not fit unconcern'd, and fee them periſh for whom 
Chriſt dy'd. Nor could any way be tound more effe- 
Ctual to prevent this, than that Men ſhould ſpeak the 
ſame things, and agree in uniform Expreſlions, as well 
as in the fame Profeſſion of Faith, x Cor. 1. 10. Now / 
beſeech you, Brethren, by the Name of our Lord Jeſus 
Chrlſt that you all ſperk the ſame thing, and that there 
be no Schiſms among you ; but that you be perfetly join'd 
togerher im rhe ſame mind, and in the ſame Judgment. 
This is the ground of the excellent Direction given 
in the Text to 7imothy, Hold faff the Form of ſound 
Words. An Advice which, if neceſſary. at any time, 
is certaiffly' frow--of a vaſt Importance; when the En- 
thuſiaſt on one ſide, and the Diſputer of this World on 
the other, have rent Religion to pieces: 'When Men 
think 4t a Diſcredit to their Parts and Abilities, to 
think ſoberly: And inſtead of uniting agaiaſt the 
Common 'Enemy, : will rather fufter the War to be 
brought into their-own” —_ than part with ther 
private, 'tho'crude:and- indigeſted Notions ! : 


Inf peaking to theſe Words, I will endeavour toſhew, 


[. What is the Form of found Words? 

IL 'ZZow davgerous it is to depart from tt. 
; INI How we ought to behave our ſelves in. relation to 
them who have departed from it ? 


Firſt, Then, what i the Form of ſound Words 2 It is 
nothing elſe but a ColleQion of the ſeveral Verities dit- 
tus'd through the whole Body of the ' Sacred Scriptures. 

| An 
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An expreſs Form, as-ſome have render'd it, not much 
different in this from the Sence of the Greek Commen-- 
tators : But more truly vmr7vT7on;, a ſhort Account, a. 
Summary of Chriſtian Doctrine, by which Men come 
to know what to embrace, and what to refuſe, Thus 
St. Paul intends when he tells the Romans, Chap. 6. 17. 
that they have obeyid from the beart that Form uf Do- 
frive which was aeliver 4 to them, But more agreea- 
bly to the Original, i770 which they were deliver'd. 

A noble Expreilion, and elegantly treated by St. 84- 
/i in his Diſcourſe of Bapriſm. This the Apoſtle calls - 
in the Verſe nexc to the Text, ##\1v. T&paxo Tedhzony, 
that excellent-Truſt committed to the Shepherds of the 
Flock, ' Row. 12. 6. He will have no preaching, noefta- 
bliſhing of any Do&trine, but xox T1 avaAroicv migtws. 
All Sciences have their Ax7omata, their firft Principles, 
the ground of all their Demonſtrations. Chriſtianity 
has its Axiomata «romm, on which all the reſt is 
built.” Whatſoever we have to ſay, muſt be reduc'd to 
that, and without it ought not to be admitted. 

| Theſe Axiomata «vrTomSe, theſe Fundamental Prin- 
ciples of Chriſtianity are, 1/4. the Apoſtolical Creed. 
24ly, Thoſe Enlargements on it, which the growth of 
Hereſies made neceſlary in the firſt General Councils. 
Theſe four which Gregory the Great profeſs'd: to reve- 
rence next to the four Goſpels. 

Firſt, The Apoſtolical Creed, that unchangeable Rule 
of Faith, as Tertullian calls it. Cordis fignaculum & 
Fidez noſtre Sacramentum. That which the' Fathers 
underſtood by the anſwer of a good Conſcience towards 
God ; that is, a ſolemn Profeſſion, Declaration of what 
Religion obliges usto believe, and from which we ought 
not to depart. This is the firſt Shield of Faith, which 
the Church oppos'd to the early Attempts of thoſe 

2 Hererticks 
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Hereticks who thought to have ſtifl'd her in her Infan- 
cy. This Confeſſion of God the Father, of his only be- 
gotten Son Feſus Chrif? our Lord, and of the Holy 
Spirit, which is the Subſtance of that Creed, madeun- 
ſucceſsful the Endeavours of S:mon,Cerinthus, Baſilides, 
Menander , Carpocrates, and the ſwarm of impure 
Gnoſticks, By this every Chriſtian was initiated to 
Religion, gave a reaſon of the Hope that was in him; 
and became a Member of that Society here on Earth, 
which after perſeverance in well doing is to be rewarded 
in Heaven. 

I know that a Critick of this Age, a Perſon of the 
firſt rank in the Common-wealth of Learning, has dif- 
puted both the Antiquity and Univerſality of this Creed. 
A Notion too unadviſedly taken up by ſeveral Authors, 
who thought that the Socinians took too great an Ad- 
vantage from the Simplicity of its Articles. He made 
it to be only a Creed of the Latin or Weſtern Church, 
which the Catechumens were taught before their Ad- 
miſſion to Baptiſm. ' He produces two of .St. /renzus, 
three of Zertu/zan, one of St. Cyril of Feruſalem, three 
of Rufiinws, and inſiſts on ſome difterence even between 
the Fathers who have been the Expoſitors of this Creed; 
St. Ant in, Chryſologus, Maximus, and others. 

_ But notwithſtanding all this, whoſoever will:-look 
into the Creeds of St. reazwu,and 7ertullian; for that of 
St. Cyril wasaſter the Nicene Council, and thoſe which 
Rufinus has compar'd, that is, the Rowan, the Aquzileian, 
and the Qrzertal Creeds,' will find ſo mighty an agree- 
ment,..and- the variations ſo minute and: inconſiderable, 
as to make impoſlible-any ſubſtantial difference. 
. And it is certainly 'a ſtrange Fancy, that the Socz- 
nians {hould take 'an advantage from the Simplicity of 
theſe Articles, which being but a Compendium of the 
c Ncw 
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New Teſtament, are at laſt reſolv'd into it. For the 
Sence of that Creed muſt be that of the Scriptures, of 
which it is an Epirome, And how can they argue 
apainſt the Divinity of Chriſt, and of the Holy Spirit, 
from their not being call'd God in the Creed, when 
the Scriptures are ſo full in aſſerting the Unity of God, 
and the Trinity of Perſons in that one Adorable and Di- 
vine Nature 2 Are we not baptiz'd i» the Name of the 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit?. Are there not Three that 
bear Record in Heaven, the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit, and are not theſe three one ? Is not Chriff 
declar'd to be, God Zlefſed over all for ever ? and God 
manifeſted in the Fleſh? Are we not told that the Spirit 
ſearches all things, even the deep things of God, and that 
ro lye to the Holy Spirit, is to lye to God? 

This Obje&tion is of that Clearneſs and Evidence, is 
ſo far from giving them any Advantage, and they have 
found themſelves ſo prefs'd by it, that they have been 
forc'd to ſplit on another Rock, and fay that the Form of 
Baptiſm is no part of Scripture, and is only an addition 
to St Matthew. That the Placeof St. Fohn is another,and 
that the Word God, is not to be found in the cited 
Scriptures. Shifts unbecoming learned. Men! Which 
even Praxeas and Sabe/lizs would havebluſh'd at : The 
former oppos'd by 7ertnllien, who tells him, zhat this 
Rule of Faith is come down to us from the beginning of 
the Goſpel. The latter by Dionyfau of Alexandria,who 
tells him, apad, Euſeb.1. 7.c.6. That the Perſons of the 
Father, Son, and Holy ſpirit are indiviſtbly 2»:7ed. 7; 
the ſame Divine Nature. 17:11 bt | | 

24ly, The Forms agreed upon. in the Primitive 
Councils, at Nice, Antioch, Sardu, Epheſus, Conſtantino- 
ple, Chalcedon, &c. are no Additions to, but only Expli- 
cations of the firſt Form. They are ſtil] the Form of 
ſound 
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found Words, : It is hot \n- the Power of: the: Church to 
make:new Forms, ; new: Articles of: Faith: And in this 
the Church of Rome 'is inexcufable, and guilty of a 
Schiſm, which ſhe has- chargd 'others with. But to 
declare and explain the Faith, is an eſſential part of irs 
Power. The growing Herefies were the occaſion of the 
Apoſtolical Creed, the Grit Remedy 'apply'd to ' that 
raging Diſeaſe. The &ndons'T1; yevowmgus. yaw, the 
vain and noifie Oppoſitions of a pretended Knowledge, 
oblig'd them to deliver the ſacred Syſtem of Divine 
Verities. . But when the old Hereticks were worn out, 
leaving to the Worlda fad remembrance of their groſs 
Follies and Immioralizies ; anda new fort ſprung ap,who 
did attempt to overthrow the Faith once deliver'd to 
the Saints by Blaſphemous Heterodoxies. © It was high 
time for the Church, to make the Creed more compre- 
henſive than it was at firſt ; give a greater extent to 
its Articles, and leave fafe to tuture Apes the Depofitum 
which they had receiv'd. . _ - *. WG! 5-0) 
And indeed it would: have been very happy for the 
Church, if Men keeping to the Plainnefs and Simplicity 
of the Revelation, had'not preſum'd to go farther. Oh, 
that an homble Faith had ſtif'd Curioſity in its firſt At- 
tempts to inquire'into Divine Myſteries with weak Ra- 
tiocinations, and Philoſophy never afſum'd to 'bring 
Divinity to be try'd at the Bar of humane Reaſon ! Then 
Mercy and Truth would have kiſs'd each other, and God, 
even our God, would have given us his Bleſſing. But 
Man forgot that:/crutator Majeſtatis opprimetur a Gloria, 
That the bold and daring Searcher into the Majeſty of 
God will be oppreſs'd and fink under the weight of his 
Glory. He launch'd into a Sea in which the Rocks 
and Sands on all ſides threatn'd a fad and inevitable 
Ruine. 
God 
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God has reveal'd to us his Exiſtence and theUnity of 
his Nature. He has tofd us, that iq that one indiviſt 
ble and inſeparable Nature, are Farber, Sox, and Holy 
Spirit, He has aſſerted the Father to fe God, the Sau 
God, and the Holy GhoF God, He has taught, us that 
the Father is not the Son, nar the Sou the Father, uot 
the Holy Gho# Father or Sou. He has inform'd us, 
that 7 the Fulneſs of times he ſent his ouly Son to take 
our Nature : That the Word was made Fleſh, aud offer'd 
himſelf a Sacrifice for w., In ſuch plain Propoſitions 
as theſe has he commanded us to acquieſce., Faith 
is the Duty of this; Intuition and Knowledge 
the Privilege - of anather Life. The Perceptions 
of our preſent State, have no ,proportion with 
ſo incomprehenſible an Object. ,Had,we ſtay'd there, 
the Church would have been @ Cry at Vnity within it 
felf- But Man. not contented with this, Qrives to un- 
derſtand that which God has notbeen pleas'd to reveal; 
that-is, the Nexus, or manner of in-being of the Three 
Perſons ; The. Pow, theſe three gan be one; The Way 
of the Union: of the two Natures in one adorable Perſon 
Chriſt Jeſus; and having no other Guide but his Rea- 
ſoo, intangles fimfelf in; inextricable- Difficulties. 

Of this-ſort were Paxl of Samoſatum. Patriarch of 4u- 
tioch, Photinus Biſhop of. Syrmiumy Praxeas, Neetus, 
Sazelius, Arrits, Apollinaris,, Neſtorius, Eutyches, and 
in this very Age Socinus the. Reviver of the Samoſate» 
man, and Photinian Hereſie. "Theſe have been the 
Incendiaries of the Church, and the great Diſturbers of 
its Peace: The Men who have made it neceſlary to en- 
large the Form of found Words,and were the occaſion of 
the, Creeds made in the Councils of which they bear 
the Names. 
 Sabellizs own'd the Unity of the Divine Nature ; 
but 
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but ſtruck with the Evidence of thoſe Texts which ſpeak 
the Son and the Holy Spirit to be God, could nor deny 
a Trinity, but madeit only to conſiſt of meer Names, 
or Denominations, as St. Baſil expreſſes it, Hom. 2.7. pag. 
602. Or as St. Athanaſius has it, one only Perſon, the 
Father a#i»7 «nder different Names. A Notion which 
the preſent Socinzans ſeem too too willing to embrace. 
Arrius own da Trinity of Perfons, and not of Names. 
He ſaw that the poor ſhift of Sahe/;us was irreconcilable 
with that Oeconomy 'which fo clearly appears in the 
Scriptures. Bur' by admitting three Principles he de- 
ſtroy'd the Unity of God, and was the firſt Author of 
the chymoerical diſtinQtion of a God made ang aGod un- 
made, of a Son 56KegnG-, but not 9kuc5nG-, of the like, 
but not of the ſame Subſtance.  Apollinaris own'd the 
Incarnation. The Word was made Fleſh, was an Autho- 
rity of that Wejght and Clearneſs, as gave not the leaſt 
ground to Primitive Apes for Allegories and little Cri- 
ticiſms ſo much us'd inthis. But hedeſtroy'd the Union 
of the two'Natures, by denying, that Chriſt had a Soul, 
and leaving the Divinity to inform his Body. Ne/toriu 
Patriarch of Conſtantinople, own'd the two Natures, 
but deny'd their'Union in one Perſon. © He would have 
two Perſons as well as two Natures The Ms, and 
the Man. The ot% x, *wpoms, but not the g:dviponnc. 
Eatyches acknowledged the Incarnation ; but maintain'd 
a Singularity of Nature with that of a Perſon. He would 
"have the Humanity to be abſorp'd, and the God to 
' have annihilated the Man. All theſe the Church of God 
-condemn'd by the Form of ſound Words contain'd in 
the feveral Creeds. 


*-.> » The ſober Church of Eng/avd ſenſible that even in 
point of Reformation we are apt to out-run the Mark; 
and under pretence of forſaking old Errors really fall 

| into 
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into new ones, has"ftrenuouſly aim'd at this, 'not to re- 
cede. a Jot from the Form of ſound Words, and' ſtick 
cloſe not-only to the Sence, but even to the ways of 
ſpeaking of the Primitive Church. It has made the A- 
poltolical and Catholick Creedsa part of its Liturgy ; 
and its very Articles concerning the Blefſed 7rinity, ' [n- 
carnation, and Satzsfattion of Jeſus Chriſt are nothing 
elſe bur a repetition of the Dogms of the Ancient Coun- 
Cils. , ONE. 

But before I conclude this Particular, muſt ſay ſome- 
thing of that,which, tho' no part.of the Form of ſound 
Words, has yet a very near relation to'it ; and thar is; 
the Expreſſions us'd by the Fathers-in -their Debates a- 
bout theſe Sacred Doftrines ; ; pl#5, wole oproxoitrrg, 
TouTiT1G, w6THG , means, Fw,  Tpoimi Unkprios, 
iNoTHTES, XKpRKTHptsy | INT, wopiouata, Ate. and 
ſince adopted'by all the Divines; and become the -Lan- 
guaſte ofthe Church. Concerniig which I miſt pre- 
ſame to aver, 1 that whoſoever will be converſant 
in thofe Diſputes,” catinot without theſe Terms under- 
ſtand any part of them 2#ly, That they are proof a- 
gainſt all the Subterfuges and Equivocations of Here 
ticks. ' 34ly; That tho' it is much ſafer to keep to the 
Simplicity of the Form, and pretend to no Explication 
of that which we own to be incomprehenfible ; yet if 
any can be pretended to, it is that, and that only 
which reſults from theſe Terms : Burt I ſhall no longer 
inſiſt on this, and come to the ſecond part of this Dif- 
courſe, ZHow dangerovs it is r0' depart from the Form of 
found Words. 5-557 

I am apt to think that it will give a great Light to 
what I have to fay on this kead, if I endeavour to 
ſhew before-hand which ways we depart from it. I 
conceive that it can be only theſe two. 1/}. By re- 
jeling the Article it jeff which is propos d to 
| our 
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our Belief. wdly, By adwwittivg the Article, but ufin 
other Tt þ1 a = On ang or explain it b; 
The one is abſalutely to depart from the ſound Words 
themſelves : The other, from the Form in which they 
are put. 

The firſt has been done by - the Hereticks already 
mention'd,, The unfortunate Attempt has been re- 
newd by Seactzus, and his Followers,; but by none fo 
wholly , as by a fort of pretended witty People , 
who aſham'd of the inhamane and irrational Pro- 


. neceſſary for the. Peace of the Church, that. a Curtain 
| ſhould 
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ſhould be drawn. over abundanggof Writings, where Lear- 
ning, Modeſty, .and Candor thould. .have, had: a greater; 
ſhare, than xeally they can pretend to. t 

: Of she;fult of theſe, it is eaſie, jo ſhew, how dangerous. 
its $0 depart from the Fo; m: of found, Words, Fox what. 
greater danger can we fal: into, than 4: make Shipwrack 
concerning the Faith? A State ſo much the more; dange- 
rqus, becauſe it deſtroys the.,vgry ground of our hopes. 
For, he that believes ſpall be ſaved, #48 that does not believe 
is.condemud already, To.diflex fram an Orchodax Church, 
of which we pre Members tho. i point. of Ceremony, js 
yery. ſinful ji-rhe difference; js:carry'd. fo farias.to make a 
Schiſm : Toleration, tho' is ſecures; us, from the Laws of 
Men, not acquutting us at all ia the ſight. of God. But how 
much deeper is that Guilt, which lays the Ax-to theRoo 
of the Tree ;; and having, corrmpted; our Minds, makes.u 
reprobate. concerning the Faith 2; An;Foormity which the 
beſt and. earlieſt Ages ſhew'd theix deteſtation of by their 


frequent 4»9thema s againlt it, ! = 
But of the ſecond,itdoes not ſeem ſa caſie to pronounce. 
For if Men.in the Fundamental Articles of our Holy Re- 
ligion keep really, and unfeignedly to the truth. of what is 
propos'd, as in the Trinity and. Incarnation; ſhall we quar- 
rel with them for uſing, ſuch Words as are cither ugknown 
to Antiquity, or xcjected by the Doctors of the preſenx 
Church ? May not God reveal to us what the Fathers -of 
Nice or Chalcedon were/ignorant of? And as lang, as we 
own the Subſtance of the Article;as ſtrictly as our ftricteſk 
Oppoſers, can any Fault be found with any, Explication ? 
Yet this will prove a wretched piece of Sophiftry, if the 
following Inconveniencies are ſeriouſly conſider'd: x/7.That 
to depart from the Form which the Church has us'd -herſelf 
to, is againſt her Unity and Peace. 2dly, That it s the way 
to unſettle pious Minds. 3dly, That it cau never be done 
without giving the Adverfaries a mighty Advantage. 
| C 2 Firſt, 
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Firſt, 1t 3s againſt the” Unity and Peace of "the" Charch. 
Wfds are the Interpreters of our Thovghts, and the only 
way we have to know one anothers Minds: A Commu- 
nication which Nature has taught, Experience improv'd, | 
and the mutual Commerce of Mankind rais'd to. an 'abfo- 
late neceſſity. But if this is true in relation to the Aﬀairs 
of this World, and is the Foundation of all Arts and Scien- 
ces ; how much more will it hold in reſpe&t to Religious 
Matters, where every Error-is dangerous, anddraws along 
with it fo many fatal Conſequences ? Religion, the grand 
Duty of Man; is cofivey'd ints the Soul'by hearing, and 
comes ſhort of its Energy, if'the Terms which itis expreſt 
by, are unuſual, andido not'in a great meaſure anſwer 
both its Nature, and the end which -it propoſes. And 
Chriſtianity being to be'diſſerninatet?, and the Goſpel 'to 
found: to the-Ends of the'World ;-a Happineſs to be of- 
ferd to the Jew and Gentile," to the Grecian and Barba- 
rians, to all Nations, Ages, Sexts, and Capacities, it was 
highly wiſe to deliver it in as: ſhort a compaſs; and in as 
ſettled # manner of Expreflion as the Nature of the thing 
could bear, and. the difference of Men's  Underſtandings 
agree with.-/ 

'*The Aboſtles havieſs left us the! Folia - of ſorind Words, 
it becamie the Care of the Biſhops their Sneceſfors ' to pre- 
ſerveit entire.” Biir-they/faw an utter Impoſſibility of do- 
Itig'it, 'and adoof opefiit6 all manner of Schiſms, if Men 
wereinot'confin d to-ſuch'and ſuch Words, as well as ſuch 
and ſuch'sſence': 'And1 dare preſtime to- fay, that this ſunk 
fo'febply ihto theſe lioly! and learned: Men's 'Minds, that 
what we-cdlF'in this Age Heats and 'Animdſities,” or the 
Platonith and Ariſtotelian Philofophy brought 'into the 
Church,” was nothing elfe'but ant indefarigable Care and 
Induſtry. to declare the Faith after ſuch a manner,as ſhould 
m after-Apges be-kept inviolate. coy 

So afraid were the' Fathers of new Words, new Lights; 


new 


new Expreſfions, new Explications,as that which naturally. 
brings in a new Sence, that they ever look'd on them with a 
kind of Jealouſie; and would never admit them, till they 
were clearly underſtood, and authorizd by the common 
Conſent of the Chriſtian World. There is an eminent In 
ſtance of this in the 904405, and vnimas, which tho' the 
moſt expreſſive Words that could be, the one in relation to 
the Unity of the Divine Nature,the other in relation to the 
Subſiſtenciesof the Divine Perſons;yet met with a vaſt oppo- 
ſition, the one in the Greek,the other in the Latin Church, 
till along canvaſfing, and at laſt the determination of the 
Sacred Councils had fix'd both their Uſe and their Sence. 
Innovation brings in Hereſie, and Hereſie ſhelters Inno- 
vation. The Apoſtle concludes the firſt to 7imothy, by 
charging him pathetically fo keep that which is committed 
to hu Truſt, and to avoid profane and vain Babblings, 
Kvopovic, vain and empty Sounds. 'The Latin Interpre-' 
ter reads more agreeably to the old Copies, profanas: vo- 
cum novitates, 1 ſay more agreeably to the ancient Co- 
pies : For St. Baſil, and St. Chryſo/tom read not ##voquvias, 
but xcyo@orixs, new Sounds, new Words; which ſhewsthat 
it was fo in theExemplaries us'd by thoſe Fathers :: Expreſ- 
ſions which by being new are both ſuſpicious anddangerous. 
TheFathers of the third Council of Conant inople,which 
is the ſixth General, and in which Pope Honorias, and the 
Monothelites were condemn d, were ſo ſenſible of the Evils 
occaſion'd by this, that they concluded their laſt Action, 
by ſubjeting to deprivation, 1f they were Biſhops. or 
Clerks; or to Excommunication, if they were Laicks, 
whoſoever did bring in any  x&wopoviev, x, Afftos tptipron, 
new-Words, and new Explications : It being the Infirmity 
of Humane Nature to be ſtrangely atteQed with Novelty ; 
and an Argument ſeldom wanting them,who take the glit- 
tering for the ſolid and weighty part of it. Burt when an 
Innovator, who has catch'd a bright Clond inſtead of the 
Sun, 
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Sun, comes to be encounter d by the Orthodox, whoſe 
Zeal is ſo much the warmer, becauſe it is inflam®d by 
the Sence of an old Truth, then what Devaſtations, what 
Tragedies, what Schiſms, what Contentions are. ſeen . in 
the Church > | | _ 

. Secondly, It unſettles pious Minds, New Explications 
are like Meteors, which ſet Men on gazing, andalways por- 
tend Ruine to Religion. When by an humble and ſettled 
Reverence for what God has propos d to us by the. Mini- 
ſtery of his Church, we have ysd our ſelves tg,a Form of 
Doftrine ; whatſoever is foreigh to it, offers.our Minds an 
incredible Violence; Pious Ears are offended at. it. and 
they who know better how to feel the Power of Religion, 
than to talk of it, are. horribly ſcandaliz'd... They have 
us'dthemſelves to an awful Beliefand Adoration of Myſte- 
ries. They have acquieſc'd in the receiv'd Expreſſtons of 
the Univerſal Church ; more ſecure in: their reſt on the 
Breaſts of their Mother, than ifall the Guards in the: World 
were plac'd round about them; and conſequently ſtrangely 
aſtoniſh'd, when an Innovator ſtrives to tear them out of 
their Sanctuary . | 


No Anſwer can be made to this, but a pretence. of. Ne- 
ceſlity, that the Socinians have made. it unavoidable in 
their Diſputes againſt the bleſſed 7rinity and Incarnation, 
to run on a new Method; and that St. 4/#» has taught 
us, and before him St. Cyprzan; and of their Words a Canon 
has been made, That Melius e/t ut ſcandalum oriatur quam 
Veritas relinquatur. It is more tolerable togive ay occaſion 
of ſcandal, than that Truth ſhould be left undefended. 

But where does the Neceſlity appear? Are we not ſen- 
fible,that the Arguments againſt our Myſteries are neither 
new nor invincible 2 Were not the 4rrians much better 
Diſputants than the Scholars of Socinus, who are forc'd to 
give Socinianiſm the Face of Arrianiſm, or elſe it is unrea- 
ſonable to the utmoſt degree. Has the old way ofanſwer. 


ing 
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ing been Jet worſted >. Have not the decifGons of the Coun- 
cif been like a Rock, on which indeed theſe proud Waves 
have beat ; but havebeen forc'd back, broken,and diſpers'd? 
I humbly beg. leave to ask, whether the receiv'd way of de- 
bating theſe ſacred Dodtrines can ſupport it ſelf or no 2 If 
itcan ; where is the neceſſity of any new one? And if it 
cannot ; how comes that to be now fo unſucceſsful, which 
| the Church has been victorious by in all Ages and Places 
of the Chriſtian World ? | | 

It fills learned Men with Grief and Indignation to ſee 
ſome of our late Authors ſtrive to entangle an Elephant in 
2 Spider's Web, and expe the lamentable Iſſue of their 
Praceeding, who, as Gregory the Great ys hs" it, /16.6. 
mor. c. 17, Wauting Humility to be Diſciples of the Truth, 
become at laſt the Patrons of Error. The Eccleſiaſtical Hi- 
ſtory obſerves that the Great Ba// of Seleucia, and Gregory 
of Naziauzum, before they offer'd to exerciſe their Epiſco- 
pal-Funion, did give thamſelves for thirteen years toge- 
ther, in the. Retirement of a private Life, to the Study of 
the Holy Scriptures. /farum ſeutentiam non ex proprio in- 
geniv,ſed ex majorumratione & authorttate interpretantes. 
Nat interpreting them as they pleas'd, fays the Hiſtorian, 
but conforming their Interpretations to the Sence and Au- 
thority of the Ancients. A fafe and an excellent Rule to 
us ; and a noble Proof, by the way, of the Sence of the 
Aute=vicene Fathers : Theſe two eminent Biſhops having 
been fo zealous of the Vicene Faith, which they had' 
learn'd from the Reaſons and Authority of the Ancients 
in their Interpretations of Scripture. | 

Thirdly, It cannot be done without giving the Adverſa- 
ries a mighty Advantage. By Adverſaries I mean all the 
Oppoſers of the ſacred Truths : But molt particularly the 
Secinians ; of whom it muſt be acknowledged, that in 
their firſt Prints they manag'd this Controverſie in a dull 
and languiſhing ſort of a way ; and. were really at a loſs, ran 
the 
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the unwary manner of writing of ſome amongſt 'us; ſet 
them again on a full Cry, and'made them more eager and 
vehement. Till then, their Objetions were ſtale, and 
their Anſwers to ours ſtrain'd and unnatural. But ſome muſt 
pretend to explain things inexplicable, and underſtand 
things incomprehenſible. The Socinians ſenſible t of the 
Advantage, remove all their Batteries, and place them «- 
goainſt that weak ſide ; and what work they' were like to 
have made, if more accurate Writers had not ſtept in, learn- 
ed Men ſee and grieve. Only diſingenuous in this, that 
when they have expos'd a Writer, they think to have 0- 
vercome the Church ; as if the/Church did © warrant all 
their Inadvertencies, who pretend to write in her Defence; 
or eſpouſe private Notions, which: ſhe'never knew, nor 
ever willown. ; A nn OS 

This eminently appears in ons of their lateſt Prints, 
call'd 4 Diſcourſe concerning the Real and Nominal Trinita- 
rians. Thisthey take tobe the lucky hit, ' If you believe 
them; the Church is made up'either of 7r:thei/ts, whore 
ally afſert three Gods; or of Sabellians, who mean no more 
by three Perſons, than three meer Modes or Denomina- 
tions ; and this Notion they have carry'd ſo far, and fo. 
throughly perſwaded themſeivesof the Truth and Strength 
of it, that it has ſwallow'd up all their other Topicks. 
Whereas there never was perhaps a more unjuſt way of 
arguing in the World : For the Church is ſo far from 
being divided into ſuch Real and Nominal Trinitarians, as 
"they are pleasd to repreſent us, that there is no ſuch thing 
in Nature. There is no Church, or part of the Church, 
"which believes any more than one Infinite and Eternal 
God. There is no Church, or part of the Church, which e- 
ver plac'a the Trinity of Perſons in meer Modes, Relations, 
Names, or Offices. There is no Church, or part of the 
| Church,but what hasadmitted aReal Unity in Trinity, and 
a Real Trinity in Unity,but has declar'd the Modus,or man- 
*ner,to be altogether incomprehenſible. But 


Cup 1 
But where then have the Socinians met with a ground 
for this bold Aſſertion 2 Truly from ſome unhappy Ex- 


_ - preſſions of Men, who have not been judicious and exact e- 


nough to ſee all the Conſequences which flow from their 

Principles; and have not perceiv'd that an Adverſary could 

not be oblig'd to be ſo equitable, as not to carry thoſe Con- 

ſequences further than ever they were intended. The So 

cinians did hear ſome talk of Three Infinite Minds and Spi- 

rits ; an Expreſſion indeed harſh and new ! And an Infi- 

nite Mind,or Spirit, being the definition of God, they have 

concluded that they aſſerted Three Gods. But they have 
not had the Juſtice to conſider, that they who aſſerted 
Three Infinite Minds and Spirits, aſſerted them in 
one alrogether indiviſible:and inſeparable, that is, in a Nu- 
merical Natare. On the other fide, they have heard that 
the Three Perſons were the ſeveral Modes, and Relations 
of the Divine Nature. They preſently run upon the No- 
tion of Modes 1a created Beings, which are only the ſeve- 
ral AﬀceQions of Subſtances; and concluded that ſuch a 
ſort of a Trinity is only of Modes and Denominations : But 
they have not had the Juſtice toconſider that the Teoma: v- 
mTxpz*6, or Modes of Subfiſtence, are quite of another Na- 
ture ; That whatſoever is in God, is God; That the Subſi- 
ſtences and Relations are all ſubſtantial ; and that the 
Church never pretended, nor theſe Authors themſelves, 
that they could give any adequate repreſentation of an 
Objett incomprehenſible. 

In the mean time they have made a diverſion ; heated 
ſeveral great and learned Men one againſt another; and by 
equally miſrepreſenting both, have given us a fad Inſtance 
how dangerous it is todepart from the Form of ſoundWords. 

I draw now to a Coneluſion ; and come to ſhew, how we 
ought to behave our ſelves 1n relation to them who have 
departed from it. Our behaviour muſt be limited by fo 
many ſeveral Rules, as there are Perfons who have done it. 

D Firſt, 
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Firſt, Thoſe without, who have departed from the Article 
it ſelf. Secondly, Thoſe within, who have departed irom 
the Terms which the Church expreſſes it by. | 

The only Adverſaries of the Sacred Do&rine in this Age, 
are the S9c7nzans. I humbly conceive, that that part of the 
Injuattions which concerns the Angels of the Church, the 
moſt Reverend the Archbiſhops and: Biſhops, is no part of 
our buſineſs : We muſt not preſume to preſcribe to them 
from whom we ought to receive Laws : They are the 
Principle, of Order and Unity in the Church : They are 
Stars of the firft Magnitude, and in that Elevation of Zeal 
and Knowledge, that as they ſee farther, and move 1n a far 
largerextent than we do z-ſo they cannot be wanting to 
themſelves, when grievous Wolves enter inamonegſt us, not 
ſparing.theFlock, I confine. my ſelf to us, who;by the Truſt 
committed to our Care, may come to be engag'd in theſe 
Diſputes. _ ES, | - 

Ofthe Socia1ans,ſeveral are Perlons of Learning and Con- 
ſcience, acquainted with all the:fine ſort of Literature, and 
who have:done for.and in a bad Cauſe as much as Men can 
do : Tt is an Honour tothe Church to have fuch- Adverſa- 
ries to deal with. Truth never appears with-more force, 
than when it is molt ſtrongly. oppos'd. In our late Diſputes 
againſt Popery, a ſmall Stock of Learning and- Common 
Sence was;enough to ſhew! its Folly. In the wrangling War 
with the Diſſenters,we have been forc'd to argue with a ſort 
of Writers who ſcarce underſtood good Language. But in 
this, we mett with a ſubtil and ſtrong Enemy, well fitted 
with all Materials for War ; and I.look upon it as a Provi- 
dence of God, who turns all things to the good of his Ser- 
vants, that this Controverſie will . put us of the Clergy 
upon finer, better, and more comprehenſive Studies. 

,. But there is another ſort of Socinzans ; and they arethey 
who pretend to;make a Buſtle in the World'; Men, who, 
aiter a long courſe of Atheiſm:and -Debauchery, come - 
® Q | la 
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laſt to think of Religion ; not becauſe they defign to pur- 
ſus the ends, or ſubmit to the Duties of it, but becauſe in an 
Age where ſo many Religions are aiJow d, it is. not hand- 
ſcme to be without one. They live ſtill as they did befor e, 
with as little care as ever of their Eternal Concerns; bur 
think Religion only toconliſtin taſking at randon of Reti- 
gious Matrers. Theſe Heroes fcorn to fall upon ſome part 
of the Diſcipline and Liturgy of the Chureh, as other Mor- 
tals have done,but preſently impeach its Faith,its Articles ; 
ſtare Mankind in; the face ; and with that mouth us'd before 
to blaſpheme and reproach their Maker, they care to deny 
the Lord that bought them. Every Club, Coftee-houſe, or 
Tavern,is the Scene of the Tragedy; and Religion,the moſt 
ſerious and grave buſineſs of Man's Lite, the Exerciſe of the 
Church, Family, or Cloſer, is villainouſly proſtituted over 
2 Diſh of Coflce, or a Bottle of Wine. 

The way. to deal with theſe, is not to diſpute : An evil 
heart, of Unbeliet has turn'd them aſide, that they cannot 
ſay there is a Lye in my right hand: They are to be the 
Object of our Prayers, and Tears to God for their Con- 
verſion. The laſt Argument that remains, is by our good 
Examples to bring them to ſome Sence of Morality. 

But againſt the others,we ought to diſpute and to write: 
When Error 1s always ready to ſpeak, Truth ought not to 
be filent. We cannot be afraid of a Cauſe, which the Glort- 
ous Company of the Apoſtles has taught, the Noble Army 
of Martyrs maintain'd, and the Holy Church throughout 
all the World fo ſolemnly acknowledg d. But it is diligent- 
ly to be obferv'd,that few Reaſons,and theſe good ; Autho- 
rities,and theſe not conteſted ; an exact and accurate way - 
of writing, are the means to ſtop a Controverſie. Above 
all things, Heat and Paſſion ought to claim no part in 
the Diſpute: Ill Language is a bad Introduction for 
the beſt Argument, Either we deſign toconſute, inſtruct, 
and perſwade them,or we do not : lf we do not, wedctain 
D 2 the 
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the Truth of God in Hypocrifie, and make it fubſervient 
to mean and inglorious Ends: And if we do, we cannot but 
' beſenſible, that Truth, Gravity, Exactneſs, and Strength 

of Reaſon, are ſtrangely obſtructed by a ſordid and mali- 
cious way of writing. 

But if we are to be fo juſt to them without, how much 
more to them within ? It is one of the Exceſſes which God 
reproaches the Wicked with, P/. 50. 20. to fit and ſpeak a- 
gainſt his Brother, to ſlander his own Mother's Son. A Sin 
not allowable in the Jewiſh, much leſs in the Chriſtian 
Church ; not pardonable in a Laick, much leſs in a Clerk. 
It has been obſerv'd of the old Romans, thar they ſcarceever 
felt any Convulfſion in their State, till their victorious 
Arms were turn'd againſt themſelves, and deſtroy'd in very 
few years the Ptofperity of many Ages. It has appear'd all 
along, our Adverfaries themſelves being Judges, that the 
great Piety, mighty Genius, vaſt Parts, profound Learning, 
and flowing Eloquence of the Clergy of this Nation, has 
made the Church of Erg/and venerable to all the World : 
They have brought the Clamouring Papiſt to ſhame and 
deſpair of Succeſs : They have fitenc'd the buzzing Non- 
conformift. No Argument has fallen into their hands, but 
what they have exhauſted with an incredible Felicity of 
Thought and Expreſſion ; and muſt we turn thoſe never 
foil'd Weapons into our own Bowels > Is this a time to 
become the Contrivers of our own ruine, whilft the Ene- 
my takes breath, and has nothing left to do, but to inflame 
our unhappy Contenttons ? | 

F am not ſor ſtifling the Truth. God forbid! It would be 
in vain; for it is great, and it muſtprevail. I would have 
Zeal to take its courſe, and our mouth to be open, and our 
heart enlarg'd to all Men: But at the fame time IT would 
have fervent Charity amongſtour fefves ; and think it in- 
ſufferable to bite and 'deyour one another, till we are.con- 
fum'd of one another. | 
To 
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To avoid fo dangerous an Exceſs, let us take leave of our 
Paſſions when webegin to ſpealc or write about rheſe Sacred 
- Matters. Paſſion hinders us from taking the real Advanta- 
ges of an Argurnent, and. makes us to adminiſter Poiſon 
inſtead ofa Medicine. It generally puts us on the wrong 
ſide of the Queſtion ; and the Man does ſadly expoſe the 
Writer, It has the fame Effect on him againſt whom we 
write : It hurries him to a retaliation ; and between two 
hot Spirits, Truth vaniſhes, and only the wrangling part 
remains. It is that which we abhor in Converſfatton, and 1s 
not ſuffer'd amongſt civiliz'd People. We wrangle in Print, 
and ſtamp on Paper the laſting marks of Fury and Preju- 
dice. In the mean time the Judicious Reader pities Hu- 
mane Weakneſs ; wants a ſtock of Patience to read the 
Book throvugh,and leaves us at laſt to the Judgment of the 
great Judge. But a judicious Reader is ſomewhat rare; 
The loofe witty People fwallow greedily the farcaftica], 
and leave the ſerious part. By this Religion is expos'd,and 
cruelly miſrepreſented. This has been the ground of ma= 
ny Canons taken from the grave Admonitions of the Fa: 
thers, and in particular the 53 of our Church. 

Let us unanimouſly: return to the Form of found Words. 
That which fhews the Vanity and Unpracticablenefs of 
Explications beyond the Power of Contradiction,-is, that 
there is none but what is liable to invincible ObjeRions ; 
and indeed how can it be otherwiſe, when the Snbje@ 
tranfcends alt our Apprehenfions? Man who 1s ſcarce ac- 
quainted with himſelf, will pretend to decide of the Nature 
of God ! A poor, finite, and limited Being, will become a 
Judgeof Eternity,and Immenfity ! One who does not know 
the leaſt of his Soul's Operations, will preſume to under- 
ſtand the ſeveral ways of Communication of the Divine 
Nature ! Atwap with this pretended Knowledge, which at 
the bottom is nothing but Noiſe and Talk! Away with 


that glittering Nonſence, which is not worthy to take up 
a 
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+ ſerious Man's leiſure } For my part I-am refolv'd..to 4- 
Jore, and to Believe. I will.give an unfeigned Aſſent to 
what is reveal d; and came to God with the Homage and 
Submiſſion of my. Underſtanding, concerning what he is 
pleas'd. to conceal from me. . I will have mean Thaughts 
of this preſent: Liſe, fince in it we know; fo, littleg. and a 
mighty deſire ot. that which is to. come, - ſince 1n it we 
ſhall know ſo much. - In the mean time, I ſha!l conclude 
this Diſcourſe with the excellent. Prayer of St. AZilary, in 
his 12th. Book of the 7rinity, and doubt not, my Reve: 
rend Brethien, but you will-join. with me 1n it; Cosſer- 
va hanc Conſcientie mee vocem, ut quod in regenerationis 
mee ſymbolo baptizatus'in Patre,, Filio, & Spirita Sanito 
profeſſus ſum, ſemper obrineam.. Preſerve .in me, O Lord, 
that Anſwer of a:good Conſcience, that I\may ever bold fab 
what T have profeſs d.at my Regeneration, when I was bap- 
tiz d in the Name of the Father, Sen,” and Holy Spirit, 


_ To. theſe Three Co-cherual, Coefſential, | Conſultant ial 
Perſons, in that one Adoralle,. tndrvifible, and Incompre- 
hen/ible Nature. RE 4 | 


To'the Father Almighty, _ Maker of Heaven and Earth. 

To the only BegottemSon Teſus Chrift our Lord, God. of 
God, Light of Light, pry Godaf uory Grd, ne, 

To the Holy and Eternah Spirit proceeding. from the 
eter and tbe 0 I ta eo ht foot: 
All Honour aud Glory now and for evermare. . Amen. 
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